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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents 
listed below and on the attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and 
made of record. Copies of the listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2) are 
enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 



The references now cited are the following: 



U.S. Patents 
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Date 


Name 


Re:34;834 


01/1995 


Swanson 


4,617,807 


10/1986 


Pritchett et ai. 


4,678,104 


07/1987 


Pritchett 


5,104,007 


04/1992 


Utter 


5,163,298 


11/1992 


Hassell et al. 


5,245,841 


09/1993 


Paul et al. 


5,249,710 


10/1993 


Hassell et al. 


5,279,446 


01/1994 


Cook et al. 


5,368,198 


11/1994 


Goulet 


5,487,492 


01/1996 


Goulet 


5,499,744 


03/1996 


Hawkins 


5,524,452 


06/1996 


Hassell et al. 


5,542,572 


08/1996 


Davis 


5,660,307 


08/1997 


Schroeder et al. 


5,743,602 


04/1998 


Maddux et al. 


5,829,646 


11/1998 


Schroeder et al. 


6,152,325 


11/2000 


Edwards 


6,209,339 B1 


04/2001 


Schroeder et al. 


6,266,945 B1 


07/2001 


Schroeder 


6,286,720 B1 


09/2001 


Simmons et al. 


6,321,802 B1 


11/2001 


Weeks et al. 


6,324,850 B1 


12/2001 


Davis 


6,343,481 B2 


02/2002 


Simmons et al. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is not to be 
construed to be an admission that the information cited is> or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of the first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 
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Applicant(s) respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 

Respectfully submitted, 



David W. Okey / 
Registration No. 42,959 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 

BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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